For Release 
(Asheville, N.C.) October 1, 2008  Ric Davenport, owner of the FASTSIGNS sign and printed graphics business, announced today that he has acquired of the property at the FASTSIGNS location on 1202 Patton Avenue in Asheville from John Mark Stroud.  Davenport purchased the FASTSIGNS operating company separate from the land in November 2007.  He is excited to re-unite the physical property at 1202 Patton Ave site with the sign manufacturing operation.  
Davenport has found moving to Asheville to take over FASTSIGNS in November of 2007 to be a rewarding experience.  “Asheville is a very dynamic community with an entrepreneurial energy and community spirit larger and more dynamic than many other larger cities.   The expertise of the employees at our award winning FASTSIGNS store is nothing short of fantastic.  I am pleased to announce the purchase of the building and property at 1202 Patton Ave as another step forward for FASTSIGNS and additional long term investment in Asheville.”  
The former owner of the business and property, John Mark Stroud, built a great sign and graphics business over the previous 13 years.  After selling the business Stroud found “semi-retirement” a little too slow and is moving forward in a new career in commercial real estate sales with John Spake Realty.
Davenport had set a goal “to maintain the strength of FASTSIGNS by building on the previous performance and customer service”.  Having the sign and graphic products manufactured in the same location with the business and property under one owner takes another step towards fulfilling that goal.  FASTSIGNS won sales awards in 2007 for achieving the highest level of sales in the Southeast United States.  Today FASTSIGNS of Asheville ranks 3rd in sales out of over five hundred twenty five (525) FASTSIGN franchise locations in North America, South America, Europe, Australia and New Zealand.  Larry Lane, President of FASTSIGNS International of Dallas Texas, credits this success by Davenport as “a direct reflection of the customers continuing confidence in the quality and rapid response received from FASTSIGNS to their sign and graphic product needs.   Bringing the business operations and property together is another important step in the continued long-term commitment to their customers and the community.”
